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Anthony Fontenot, | think you can please go ahead and make your

presentation, which | believe you didn't need any visuals, right? So, it's just
going to be you and the interpreter, Seung Chul, and that will be the talk.
Please go back and forth, consecutively. So, thank you very much, Anthony

for joining.

Anthony

Fontenot (AF):

Great. First, I'd like to thank the people at Space Group for this opportunity

to participate in the current competition.

Anthony

Fontenot (AF):

The emerging paradigm of the 21st century is defined by ecological, social,
and economic fragility. Over the past few decades this crisis has become
intensified, giving rise to a world of extreme precariousness. These changes
are marked by income inequality and the devastating effects of climate
change and sea level rise. This is the context in which “Architecture in a
precarious world” is conceived. This crisis demands radical forms of strategic
thinking, imagination, and action.
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MC:

We just switched interpreters — Lee, Choong Hun (0|&2) — who may be
better served for this. Sorry about that. OK.
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AF:

OK. Thank you. How might architecture be explored as a relevant tool for
addressing such a precarious world? Can design respond to these
overwhelming challenges? These are some of the questions that we hope will

be explored in the design proposals.
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AF:

This competition is a call to reexamine the everyday world around us and to
identify fragile sites, by which we mean precarious social and ecological
conditions, that urgently need to be addressed. We encourage participants
to explore alternative approaches to resilience through design. This is an
appeal to imagine new forms of commons and to set forth a bold new

path for future architects.
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AF:

Precarious is defined as "dependent on circumstances beyond one’s control;




uncertain; insecure,” as well as “characterized by a lack of security or stability
that threatens with danger.” The idea of precariousness is well established in
the work of the economist Guy Standing who coined the term the “precariat”
(or the precarious proletariat) to describe the urgent problems of the
unstable conditions of a new class of workers lacking predictability and

security.
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AF:

Likewise, the sociologist Arne Kalleberg argues that “The period since the
1970s has been characterized by considerable uncertainty, instability, and

insecurity in industrial societies.”
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AF:

In terms of labor, he argues that these changes resulted in the greater use
of, what he calls, "precarious work” — which he defined as a condition in
which “employees bear more risks and receive limited social benefits and

statutory entitlements.”
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AF:

He continues, “The anxiety, anger, anomie, and alienation produced by this
widespread uncertainty, insecurity, and inequality have prompted social
movements such as Occupy Wall Street. In Spain it has resulted in a

movement referred to as “los indignados,” or “the outraged.”
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AF:

Similar outrage drives the work of Extinction Rebellion, an
international environmental movement aimed at persuading governments to
support ecosystem resilience to stop mass extinction and to avert, what they

describe as, “the risk of social and ecological collapse.”
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AF:

While these various reactions to precariousness is well established in other
fields, in architecture and urban planning similar concerns are seldom

expressed.
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AF:

Using the framework developed in other disciplines as a point of departure
to understand the early 215t century, our goal is to inspire new ways of

comprehending precariousness as it manifests itself in the built environment.
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AF: We are interested in exploring the various forces that interrupt, intensify, and
manipulate ecological and urban processes resulting in fragile landscapes
and urban spaces.
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AF: The goal is to assess and respond to these conditions while speculating on
how architecture and urban planning might best be employed as a means of
moving forward.
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AF: Some critics seem skeptical that “green buildings” will have much of an
impact on changing the current paradigm.
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AF: In an essay titled “Architecture and the Death of Carbon Modernity,” Elisa

lturbe argues "Regardless of increases in energy efficiency and reductions in
the carbon emissions of individual buildings, the built environment as we
know it will be fundamentally unable to supplant the current energy
paradigm or to address the climate crisis as long as its core is constituted by

carbon form.”
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AF:

She continues, “Any proposal for the future must first deal with overcoming
this cultural and architectural legacy. To do so, it is necessary to recognize
the spatial expression of carbon energy — which she refers to as carbon form
— as a site of intervention, which in turn reveals that architecture has a
significant role in defining the outcome of this increasingly uncertain phase

of human and planetary history.”
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AF”

Precariousness exists both in the ecological structure of territories and
cities. Most cities of the 20t century stand as extreme expressions of carbon

form, manifesting "energy intensive ways of life.”
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AF:

Therefore, how might we engage such outmoded territories and introduce

new post-carbon forms of design?
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AF:

As a STRATEGY for developing design interventions, we invite participants to
explore three concepts: LOCAL AND HYPER-SPECIFIC, NON-
ANTHROPOCENTRIC, AND ABSENCE.
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AF:

We maintain that a radical engagement with the various LOCAL aspects of a
place is key. We encourage a HYPER-SPECIFIC approach to local conditions,
issues, and knowledge as a challenge to the persistent forces of

homogenization.

CH:

| think you can continue with the last point, and | will summarize all three

points.

AF:

It is also a way of identifying and engaging with the various social and

ecological forces at work in a specific context.
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AF:

Working with the dynamic aspects of the ecological and urban context is a
way of acknowledging multiple agents and the various interconnected
networks that define a place. It is the opposite of tabula rasa. The
intervention should engage these LOCAL and HYPER-SPECIFIC condition as

much as possible in the design.
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AF:

The NON-ANTHROPOCENTRIC view maintains that other subjects should be
regarded as having equal significance as human beings. We urge you to
consider various NON-ANTHROPOCENTRIC approaches that give ecosystems

prominence in the overall framework of the design intervention.
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AF:

The world is defined by complex relationships between humans and non-
human agents, including animals, plants, landscapes, and other subjects.
Successfully working with these agents require careful observation and
nurturing. To fully investigate their design implications, we encourage new

ways of connecting ecology, landscape, and the city.
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AF:

This approach suggests a new method, what might be called non-
anthropocentric design, which would consider human input as “a single
factor in a larger system of relations and interactions between humans and
nonhumans alike.” This method reveals new opportunities for designing new
kinds of spaces and experiences involving a far greater number of agents in

the design process.
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AF:

But to advance this idea, we must create new narratives, new ways of seeing
ourselves in relationship to other species. How might new communities of
human and nonhuman, including plants and animals, be organized and what

are the qualities of these new types of spaces?
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AF:

The concept of zoopolis involves granting animals citizenship. This idea has
been used to rethink the differences between a city created by people (polis)
and the animal world (zoo) and seeks new ways of exploring relationships

between human being and animals in urban environments.
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AF:

More recently, the idea that ecological environments should have rights has
emerged. Should rivers and waterways have rights? In 2017 the Whanganui
River in New Zealand became the first river in the world to be granted the
legal status of a person. Since this landmark case, the Ganges and Yamuna

Rivers in India and all rivers in Bangladesh also received legal rights.
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AF:

This competition is an invitation to explore what some have described as a
“multi-species theory of the city.” Non-anthropocentric design must grapple
with the coexistence of multiple nonhuman agents in conceptualizing new
territories of cohabitation and resilience in the formation of multi-species

communities.
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AF:

The goal of this approach is to explore ideas of a “non-anthropocentric city,”
as a “place for the emergence of new functions and urban forms,” which
suggest a condition in which animals, plants, landscapes, and people

mutually benefit from the coexistence of one another.
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AF:

The third and final concept — ABSENCE. We encourage participants to
explore the idea of ABSENCE or the strategic removal of certain parts of the

city. The demise of one thing may instigate the rise of a new thing.
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AF:

One obvious example of this is how the strategic removal of a massive,
elevated freeway in downtown Seoul exposed a natural stream and allowed

it to become a vital part of the city. The Cheonggyecheon stream project




blurs the distinction between city and landscape and provides a space for
multiple species. What other types of interventions might occur in the
removal of outdated carbon intensive infrastructure of the 20t century that
could open up new territories for exploring how we might live in the 215

century?
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AF:

Modern urban form has too often been inseparable from the fossil economy.
New investigations into pre-carbon and post-carbon environments are
needed to move beyond our present impasse. Personal vehicles are a major
cause of global warming and are responsible for nearly one-fifth of

all emissions in the US, for example.

CH:

silfol T A= MRE &&8% o|HX|S &E38|A PRE-CARBON 1 POST-
CARBON 2% Lt= = S AYL|CH

+

SACie| =A| HEHE 2t Ol ZMERH AW 222 == S
SAXo| WA MEfE HHO{LLY| YA = pre-carbon A1t post-carbon &t 0
Ciot 22 ZAPPF EaghL|t

AF:

One might develop a scenario in which private vehicles disappear. What would become
of all the parking lots and garages, for example? Likewise, what might happen if the
private house would disappear. What types of new dwellings might emerge to replace
it? Another scenario might be to conceive of the absence of stable ground in the city.
What might happen to urban areas when water rises to a meter or more in floodplains
and coastal cities?
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AF: Another way to think about ABSENCE is in terms of removing limitations. The
absence of control or restrictions placed upon certain resources, be it bodies
of water, natural habitat, open green areas, forests, or seas, opens up ways
of imagining new forms of commons. Consequently, ABSENCE may be one
of the most critical tools for reimagining urban landscapes of the future.
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AF: We hope that these three strategies, along with the methods outlined in the brief, will
encourage architects to explore new approaches to design that can move beyond the
current paradigm and open up the possibility of what architecture might become. Thank

ou.
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89| ZOT A Zota. 222 HEE /AS = UL Anthony, it was a long

talk. Sorry about that. Did you hear? Did | make any sense to you?
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MC dH £ ZE0|0| 2. She is asking if it is required to propose a project with

an actual site, a physical site, or could it be a prototypical site.
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ZRIMO| A O|ME HE B2 SCI-Arc Lecture 2F FAMSHL| ZH15HZ HEEFL|CH,

Please refer to Minsuk Cho's SCI-Arc lecture, which is relevant to, and, in part, contains his

presentation for the 2nd Briefing of the Theme.

SCI-Arc Lecture: https://youtu.be/wx0xqH31BbY



https://youtu.be/wx0xqH31BbY

